ACT Health Information Association of Australia Branch 

General Meeting Minutes

Meeting held Tuesday 6 March at 12 midday, .

1. Apologies

Gloria Spyropoulos, Vicky Bennett, Katrina Chisholm, Seija Graham

2. Present

Elizabeth Moss, Denise Crowe, Jonette McDonnell, Lee Miller, Lucianne Lewin, Jenny Kok, Holly Lyon, Jenny Elliott, Sue Chicchio, Amanda See Toh, Judy Redmond, Geraldine Gorham, Heather Hinton, Louise Hodgman, Andrew Klisanin, John Shelton Agar.

3. Confirmation of the Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed as correct.

4. Branch President’s Report

Elizabeth attended the State Branch President’s Forum in Brisbane.  It was very interesting to see that all the branches run differently.  The Queensland branch executive meet fortnightly and have monthly seminars.  The also video tape their education sessions and sell them for around $20.

Issues

· The use of the trust fund. It is important particularly for the smaller branches.  There are guidelines on the use of the trust fund and these are being looked into;

· Membership is falling again;

· Issues surrounding the E-Journal and getting copies to members that do not have access to the internet;

· Each branch had a business plan.  ACT to find their business plan;

· Password protected HIMAA Member website;

· NSW are going to invite the ACT branch to the next education session which will be on electronic health records.

5. Correspondence

Incoming

Coding Matters – September and December Issues

AIHW Access journal

Photos from IFHRO conference

Outgoing

Nil

6. Treasurers Report

The current account balance is $1390.46

7. Continuing Education

John Shelton Agar trauma researcher at TCH spoke to the branch on ICD Codes, Other Coding Mechanisms and Trauma Research Methodologies.  

The Queensland branch is selling videos of their education sessions.  It was felt that the ACT branch is financially able to purchase some of these videos.  Could those members who have not already indicated please let Jenny Kok know which ones they think are suitable.  The list of videos for sale is on the HIMAA web site at the Queensland branch.

8. Journal Liaison

This position is now vacant.  Geraldine Gorham was nominated for this position and was handed information left by Olivia.

The E-Journal is going ahead.  Members were asked if anyone did not have access to the get the journal electronically and if there was a need to ask for a paper copy.  It was raised that HIMAA can’t afford one journal be it electronic or paper and that members would have to find access to the internet to obtain a copy.  Libraries and associations would have to take out subscriptions based on the number of readers in order to receive the journal.  There was also discussions about accessing back issues.

9. Board Report

Lucianne gave a report from the last 2 Board meetings.

Issues:

· HIMAA business plan was circulated.  It is in working form at the moment.

· Online Community Developments- plan to have e-mail addresses @HIMAA.  Members will be able to access other members addresses (like hotmail).  Chat room forum and e-mail discussions a possibility.

· The membership database is being updated/ “cleaned up”. This will enable HIMAA to process administrative issues quicker and easier.  It will also allow HIMAA to get information back to the State branches on current members etc.

· New Clinical Coder Certification- now available on the web site for public comment.

· HIC 2001 Canberra 29,30, & 31 July.  HIMAA and HISA have a basic program written.  Lucianne asked for ideas for HIMAA workshops.  There have been 57 abstracts received to date and is very health informatics focused.  Please put forward any ideas to Lucianne.

The next board meeting will be held on Wednesday 28 March via teleconference.

10. Business Arising

10.1 ACT Branch Web Page

The web site is up and running.  It is anticipated that we will put the meeting schedule and minutes of the meetings on the web page.   We have to send the information we want on the web page to HIMAA and they will put it on for us.

10.2 Retention Schedule

The retention schedule had come to a stand still, but with the discussion about the Exposure Draft of the Archives Bill this has been re-ignited.  See 11.1 ACT Archives Bill.

10.3 IFHRO

Louise presented an overview of the conference.

11. New Business

11.1 ACT Archives Bill

A copy of the Exposure Draft was circulated prior to the meeting for discussion.  It was noted that the bill does not include health records, and refers to the ACT Health Records Privacy and Access Act, 1997.

Judy Redmond to follow up on a regulation on health related records that she remembers seeing.

It was decided to form a working party to look into the documents mentioned to determine the relevance for hospitals- private and public.  The working party will involve a member from John James, Jenny Elliott from TCH and Seija Graham from Calvary.

11.2 HIMAA/ Coder Competencies 

Both the HIMAA competencies standards and the Coder Accreditation Discussion Paper are on the HIMAA web page and everyone is invited to feedback comments to HIMAA.

11.3 Electronic Patient Record Article

This was not meant to be an agenda item.  The article was just for circulation.

11.4 Other Business

The position for Director of Medical Records at TCH is advertised on the HIMAA web site.  It will also be advertised in the Australian paper on the weekend.  It was not advertised in any Canberra papers.

Elizabeth has received 2 publications: Best Practice Guidelines, and Naming Systems of Ethnic Groups published by Centrelink.  These were given to Jenny Elliott.

Jenny Kok has received calls for papers for the Casemix Conference being held in Hobart in September.

12. Next Meeting

Tuesday 8th May, John James Hospital, 12 midday.

