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Since 2008, NSW has been collecting diagnoses in Emergency Departments using 
SNOMED CT.  This paper will outline the reasons for this decision, how the 
implementation occurred as part of our Electronic Medical Record (EMR) rollout, the 
outcomes of using SNOMED CT to collect diagnoses and our plans for the future. 
We will discuss the development of the NSW Emergency Department Termset and its 
relationship to NEHTA’s Emergency Department Reference Set (EDRS), plus our 
contribution to the international development of SNOMED CT content. 
We will outline issues that have arisen, the positive benefits and relationships we have 
formed, what we would do differently next time, and the hard lessons we have 
learned. 
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